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WATERGATE OWNERS 

 

SUBJECT:  Front Storm Doors 

 

Throughout most of its history, Watergate has denied requests to install storm doors on the front of our 
units, though rear patio storm doors generally have been approved.  Briefly, in 2013, the Board permitted 
the installation of storm doors, and three owners did so.  The next Board reversed that policy, and no 
front storm door installations have been approved before or since 2013. 
  
The principal arguments for installing front storm doors have been allowing more light inside, energy 
savings, creating different looks, and general improvement in appearance.  Opposition has centered on 
conflict with the original architectural design of Watergate, problematic color matching and inconsistent 
door design, and long-term maintenance and replacement issues. 
  
At the February 2021 Board meeting, we received three requests for approval of front storm doors.  While 
the Board denied these requests in order to consider additional owner views, it did agree to review the 
policy and seek owner input to that discussion.  Accordingly, we are scheduling a community Zoom 
meeting on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. for this discussion and invite all Watergate owners to join 
the meeting and express their opinions.  Zoom information will be sent closer to April 20. 
  
This will be a listening session for the Board. We are interested in hearing the most compelling arguments 
on each side.  Your thoughts on how we could successfully implement a change in policy would also be 
welcome.  Anyone who cannot participate in the Zoom meeting may send an email statement to the 
Board.  Send these statements to our property manager Cheri Thacker at cthacker@sfmcinc.com.  If you 
prefer to send your comments by regular mail, send it to Cheri at SFMC, 9464 Innovation Drive, Manassas, 
VA 20110.  She will forward these messages to the Board.  All email and written responses must be signed 
by the Watergate homeowner. If you wish your name withheld from public disclosure, please indicate 
that wish on your response, and the Board will not publicly disclose your name. 
 
WATERGATE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

mailto:cthacker@sfmcinc.com

